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Figure 14. Daciano da Costa, Music House, 2005, Oporto. (2009, p.31)

CONCLUSIONS

Design projects from Daciano da Costa can prove that the real dimension of his work greatly exceeds its strict
physical function as objects and they take on an eminently social dimension implementing interaction between the
interests of the industry and his workers needs and skills, but also with the local resources in a sustainable way. His
design thinking successfully operates the mediation between the designer, the industry and the society.

We can considerer Daciano’s working solutions for Longra Industry as ‘sustainable’ achievement (we must point
out that in the sixties this concept was not yet established and meaningful), an innovation anticipating one of the
main transversal aspect of nowadays Design: Sustainability. He managed to avoid unemployment for almost one
hundred workers reusing local technology for new furniture design projects, combining long lasting natural
materials with the steel structures that this steelwork industry usually produced, taking economic advantage and
social profits from human skills and resources that could be wasted away.

Daciano da Costa created simple long-term solutions that could last and fulfilling human actual needs, even their
simplicity combines with the aesthetic paradigm changes of the XXI century. The contemporaneousness of his
objects, their timeless quality, their solid social consistency and permanence is a testament of the Sustainable Design
values in Daciano’s work and legacy, according to the Sustainability Culture that all designers should encounter.
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